MYTHS ABOUT HORSES AND HORSE SHOES:

* NAVICULAR SYNDROME IS A DEATH SENTENCE FOR MY HORSE.  
TRUTH: Pain in the navicular region of the hoof is caused by improper trimming and angles and then having it locked in by shoeing.  It is cured by correcting the improper angle(s) and allowing the horse’s hoof to expand which is something only a bare hoof can do.
* HORSES NEED SHOES FOR RIDING SINCE IT IS SUCH HARD WORK
TRUTH: An animal that carries it’s own weight around every day of  it’s life suddenly needs a piece of metal attached to it’s hooves to carry an additional 20% of it’s weight?  Silly!
* TB’S AND QUARTER HORSES HAVE WEAKER HOOVES THAN OTHER BREEDS
TRUTH: The reason these breeds experience more hoof problems is because they are shod as long yearlings for racing or showing.  A horse does not mature until age 5 so shoeing beforehand is the equivalent of the Chinese bounding lady’s feet.  Contracted hooves are unhealthy hooves.
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*A CLUB FOOTED HORSE IS A    LAME HORSE. 
TRUTH: Clubbed hooves are usually a shorter limb which nature corrects by making a more upright hoof on that side to make up the difference.  But poor farrier work can make a problem where there is none by attempting to “marrying” the hooves.  A horse does not need perfectly matched hooves to be sound.  But he does need proper trimming.

 * THRUSH IS CAUSED BY MUD
TRUTH: Thrush is caused by poor hoof form, standing in stalls rather than moving about and grazing which is nature’s way, feeding sweet feeds which feed fungus and highly fertilized grasses too. It’s easy to alleviate with proper trims, diet and housing.  But since our horses are domesticated, they do need our help sometimes and I highly recommend Farnum’s Wound Kote to beat thrush.
